One interesting point derived from the data is that information relating to the purpose of the proposed animal use might often be lacking in the submissions to the Turkish Central Ethics Committee for Animal Experiments, and it is argued that this shortcoming should be urgently addressed in the future.
A second paper gives a useful overview of what is happening in Brazil right now, in terms of Brazilian legislation relating to the Three Rs and animal alternatives. 2 It highlights considerable advances made since the approval of the Arouca Law in 2008, with a summary of Three Rs-based Test Guidelines currently accepted for regulatory purposes in Brazil. Significant progress in the field is also illustrated by the number of worthy recipients of the Lush Prize over the past few years, in the Young Researcher, Lobbying, and Training categories.
Finally, a Belgian group from Ghent University addresses the importance of choosing correctly optimised reference genes when using the quantitative real-time polymerase chain reaction to look at gene expression levels in in vitro-treated cells.
3 This is particularly relevant to the amphibian kidneyderived epithelial cells used in their study, and they propose that these cells could replace in vivo studies on the African clawed frog (Xenopus laevis) animal model or, at the very least, they could be used as a prescreening tool to reduce the overall number of animals used.
To mark its 50th Anniversary, FRAME is holding a symposium at the University of Nottingham in July 2019 that is open to early-career researchers. The University is home of the FRAME Alternatives Laboratory, and a number of ongoing projects are being presented at the symposium. Young researchers from various other UK universities, as well as from institutions in the United States, Finland and India, will also be in joining us. The symposium Abstracts are featured in this issue of ATLA.
Susan Trigwell ATLA Editorial Office, FRAME, Nottingham, UK
